                                              YMS AGRICULTURE COURSE SYLLABUS       NAME: ________________________
Course Title:     Exploring Agricultural Science & Technology 
Instructor:        Mrs. Melanie Dorminey
Contact Info: 
 Phone: 770-466-6849 /Email: melanie.dorminey@walton.k12.ga.us 
Website:
 http://www.wcpsteacher.org/education/staff/staff.php  (PLEASE VISIT to VIEW COURSE Documents)
Course Description: The YMS Agriculture Education Program consists of three integral parts: Classroom Instruction, Supervised Agriculture Experience Program (SAE), and the FFA Organization.
Classroom Instruction: During class time we will explore and apply science and technology as it relates to agriculture.  We will solve problems and gain skills and knowledge in topics such as animal science, forestry, food science, soil science, plant science, agri-business & marketing, environmental science, and agricultural careers. 
SAE: Learning by Doing - A Supervised Agricultural Experience program (SAE) is a key component of agricultural education. Every Agriculture Education student will be required to complete a SAE project. This includes a hands-on agriculture-related project on which the student spends a minimum of 6 hours, a completed SAE record book packet and a 5 slide Power Point Presentation summarizing the project.

 FFA: The FFA is a agricultural youth leadership organization whose mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. Leadership skill development will be integrated into the curriculum through FFA activities in and outside the classroom. Agriculture students are highly encouraged, but not required, to join the LMS FFA Organization. FFA membership dues are $10 and are good until the next school year. FFA members can earn FFA Points toward their final average through participation in FFA activities. 

Agriculture Class Expectations:

1. Be on time.
2. Be prepared.
3. Be in your seat.
4. Raise your hand to speak.
5. Be respectful.
6. No gum, food, or beverages 
Agriculture Class Procedures:
1. Be in your seat at the sound of the bell.
2. Get out your Ag notebook

3. Complete the Ag Math  and Def of the Day
4. Wait quietly for instructions.
Agriculture Class Discipline Policy:

1st strike = warning

2nd strike = parent contact

3rd = afterschool detention


*Parents must arrange transportation if you earn afterschool detention.
Class Requirements:
1. Supplies: 1” OR ½” Inch 3-ring hard cover notebook with 3 tab dividers, pencil/pen, and paper.
2. Outside Activities: Wear shoes and clothing that you do not mind getting dirty and that protect you from cold weather.

3. Homework:  Your primary homework assignment will be you Supervised Agriculture Experience Project (SAE).
4. Make-up Work: You are responsible for asking for any missed work. You have two days to make up missed assignments.
5. Restroom/Hall Passes: THREE passes per quarter. You fill it out! Teacher will sign! See ABOVE.
Grade Policy:
1. Daily Participation & Class Activities



 
30%

2. Tests & Quizzes



 


30%

3. SAE Project & FFA Participation OR Ag Research Report

30%
4. Final Quarter Exam






10%








        = 100%
IMPORTANT DUES DATES:
*SAE Project Record Books and PPT Presentations: Monday, September 24th , 2012
*FFA Participation Point Sheets (members) & Agriculture Career Papers (non-members): Wed. , October 4th, 2012
Agriculture Career Paper
Agriculture Education is composed of three interrelated components: Classroom Instruction, Supervised Agriculture Experience, and the FFA. Each component is equally essential in providing students with a complete agricultural education experience. FFA membership is not required to enroll in an agricultural education course, but is highly encouraged. The National FFA Organization operates under a Federal Charter granted by the 81st Congress of the United States, and is an integral part of public instruction in agriculture. No grade is given to anyone. Members and non-members will earn their grade in agriculture class. 

Students who join the FFA chapter will be given the opportunity to earn a total of 100 points through various FFA community service, marketing/fund-raising, recreational, and competitive activities. The 100 points will compose 15% of the student’s final grade. If a student is not interested in joining the FFA, he or she has the choice to complete an Agriculture Career Paper which will compose 15% of the student’s final grade. The details of the agriculture career paper assignment are listed below. Please see the “FFA Point System” for specifics of how FFA members can earn FFA participation points. 
Agriculture Career Paper Requirements:

1. The student may choose any one career related to the agricultural industry. 

2. The paper must be typed, 2 full pages in length, double-spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman, include a bibliography (where you got the info for the paper), and in current MLA format. See the following website to format your paper to the current MLA format: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
3.  Careers in forestry, animal/plant biotechnology, horticulture, animal/plant genetics, soil science, food science are just a few that could be research for your paper.  

4. Students must receive approval of their agriculture career choice from Mrs. Dorminey before they begin work.
5. The Ag Career Paper is due to Mrs. Dorminey on __________________.

The Agriculture Career that I will research is: _______________________________________.

Approved: _______________ Not Approved: ________________

Teacher Notes: _______________________________________________________________.
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                      FFA Participation Point System

The FFA is an essential part of Agriculture Education; therefore FFA members will be given the opportunity to earn FFA points which will count toward 15% of their final grade. (See the ‘Ag Career Paper’ handout if you would like to earn your points through another assignment and if you don’t plan to join the FFA). These points will be determined by participation in FFA activities using the following system. FFA Membership dues are $10 and are valid from August to July of the school year.

Joining the LMS FFA Chapter




10 points

Attendance at Monthly Chapter Meetings


25 points/per meeting

Serving on a FFA committee




50 points

Attendance at Area & State Conferences


50 points

Purchasing a FFA T-Shirt





10 points

Wearing your FFA T-Shirt





5 points

Exhibiting projects at fairs & shows



25 points per event

Entering Local, Area & State C.D.E.’s



50 points per CDE

Earning the FFA Discovery Degree



25 points

Participation in FFA Community Service


50 points

Participation in FFA Recreational Activities


25 points

Fundraising/Marketing projects

 


1 point per dollar earned

Other FFA Sponsored Activities




25 points

A total 100 points may be earned each quarter. All points must be approved by Mrs. Dorminey. Extra points will count as extra credit.
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           Y.M.S. FFA Quarter Point Sheet          [image: image4.png]



	Date of Activity
	Activity
	Points Earned
	Teacher Signature

	Example: 
Jan. 18th
	Attended January Monthly Chapter Meeting
	25
	M.T.Dorminey
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Agriculture Lab Safety Rules

1. Always wear safety glasses when working with tools and performing experiments.

2. When working with heated objects, always wear gloves.

3. Report all injuries to the instructor.

4. Observe all warning signs or tags.

5. Never enter the laboratory unless a teacher is present.
6. Never run or play in the laboratory.
7. Never remove anything from the laboratory without your teacher's permission.
8. Never leave experiments unattended.
9. Never taste anything without your teacher's permission.
10. No eating or drinking in the laboratory.
11. Never put solids in the sink.
12. Always carry garden tools in the proper way.
13. Wear safety glasses whenever necessary.
14. Always handle flammable liquids with great care and keep them away from naked flames.
15. Turn off machines when not in use or during repair.

16. Unless you have been taught to run a machine, don’t use it.

17. Always use the proper tool for the job.

18. Never wear loose or overly baggy clothing when working with machinery.

19. Be aware of people around you at all times.

20. Know where fire exits and fire extinguishers are.

21. Report all accidents and breakage to your teacher. 
22. If any chemicals get onto your skin or clothing, wash the affected area with a large amount of water and then report it to your teacher.
23. Always tie up your tie or long hair.
24. Always wash hands after handling chemicals or animals and animal cages.
25. Following Directions!
Y.M.S. AGRICULTURE COURSE PARENT SIGNATURE DOCUMENT

Parents and Guardians, please initial all that apply below:

________: I have read and understood the Agriculture Course Syllabus.

________: I have read and understood the FFA Participation Point System document(s).

________: I have read and understood the Agriculture Career Paper document.

________: I have read and understood the SAE Project documents.
YES   NO :  (Circle one) My child has a 1 or ½ inch hard-cover three-ringed binder ONLY for agriculture class. Note: the LMS store sells notebooks and other school supplies each morning before school. All students must have a notebook by Monday, August 20th, 2012. 
YES   NO :  (Circle one) My email address is listed on the WCPS ‘Parent Portal’.
If you circled ‘NO’ and would like to receive emails about due dates and upcoming activities involving the agriculture class and the YMS FFA, please log onto the below web address and add or update your email contact information. https://icampus.walton.k12.ga.us/campus/portal/walton.jsp
Agriculture Lab Safety Contract
I, ____________________________________(Student’s Name), have read and agree to follow all of the safety rules set forth in the attached agreement. I realize that I must obey these rules to ensure my own safety, and that of my fellow students and teachers. I will cooperate to the fullest extent with my teacher and fellow students to maintain a safe lab environment. I will also closely follow the oral and written instructions provided by the teacher. I am aware that any violation of these science safety rules that result in unsafe conduct in the laboratory or misbehavior on my part, may result in being removed from the laboratory, detention and/or receiving a failing grade, and/or dismissal from the course.
Student Signature:     _______________________________________ Date: ________________________

Dear Parent or Guardian:
We feel that you should be informed regarding the school’s effort to create and maintain a safe agriculture classroom/ laboratory environment. The agriculture laboratory and classroom may be both inside the school building or outside in the garden plot, fields, and forest areas. With the cooperation of the teachers, parents, and students, a safety instruction program can eliminate, prevent, and correct possible hazards. You should be aware of the safety instructions your son/daughter will receive before engaging in any agriculture laboratory work. Please read the list of safety rules attached. No student will be permitted to perform agriculture laboratory activities unless this agreement is signed by both the student and parent/guardian and is on file with the teacher. Your signature on this agreement indicates that you have read this Student Agriculture Lab Safety agreement, are aware of the measures taken to ensure the safety of your son/daughter in the agriculture laboratory, and will instruct your son /daughter to uphold his/her agreement to follow these rules and procedures in the agriculture laboratory.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________ Date: ____________________________
***Return this document only to Mrs. Dorminey by: Friday August 17th, 2012. Signed and returned document counts as a test grade. [image: image5]
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